frozen.
In the second experiment, conscious mice were decapitated, and the reproductive tract was exposed as in the standard collection procedure.
One oviduct was removed and frozen in 1 5 sec, the remaining side at 60 sec.
Frozen oviducts were sectioned at 20 p.m and freeze-dried by methods described previously (Corder et al., 1974 (Corder et al., , 1977 The samples, 200-800 ng, were weighed on a quartz-fiber microbalance (Lowry, 1953) . Assays for pyruvate and lactate are based on those described by Lowry and Passonneau (1972) , with modifications as described herein.
They were conducted in "oil well racks," using a suspending medium of 60:40 light paraffin oil and hexadecane (Matschinsky et al., 1968 et al., 1964) .
The standard curve for the pyruvate assay is shown in Figure   1 . The "oil well" assay in 2. and blank evident.
The importance ofcollection methods in the assay of labile 
